23 Calvin Murphy Dr., Norwalk, CT 06851

March 2011

Phone: (203) 838-4481 Fax: (203) 899-2815

From the Principal

Dear Parents/Guardians,

I’msitting in my office today at the end of the =
first full week of school of 2011. It certainly has
taken us a long time for Mother Nature to give us
a break from the snow and ice. This morning felt
like spring. ... well close to spring anyway.

I want to mention to all drivers that they should proceed
through our parking lot slowly and carefully to deliver or pick up
students, because the snow has caused us to lose a driving lane to
the mounds of snow on the parking lot median. In addition, we
still have drivers dive bombing to the curb which creates another
delivery problem in a narrowed parking area; so again, slowly
and carefully. Please note that regardless of the snow and ice, we
still have parents and teachers walking to and from their vehicles
in the morning and afternoon, please be cautious.

While I’'m on the topic of student delivery, | need to
remind parents that since we’ve been unable to lock the gates
from our parking lot to the Strawberry Hill Ave. exit, we have
many more morning drivers using the driveway as an exit.
Here’s a brief description of what happens now: Drivers look
to exit the school while school buses approach the bus lane.
While that happens, drivers drop their passengers off on
Strawberry Hill and then U-turn while everything else is going
on. This is a major accident waiting to happen. When the
snow and ice melts (which may begin this week), we’ll lock
the gates to limit cars in the area, but that still will not stop the
illegal and dangerous U-turns. | know dropping students off in
front of the building is slower and has its own problems, but it
is safer. Something to think about.

Because of the many harsh storms, it has been really very
difficult to get into our normal academic routine. In spite of
the weather battle, we finally finished the midterms and we’re
still getting ready for the Connecticut Academic Performance
Test (CAPT) scheduled to begin on March 7. The Fact Finder
includes the testing schedule (see page 9).

Speaking of the Fact Finder, I think you should
know that this major endeavor is coordinated through the
Herculean efforts of Gloria Tenofsky, the Co-President
of the Parents for Norwalk HS, Shelly Sodaro an NHS
parent and Jackie Aarons, the Chairperson of the English

Department. From collecting the information, to laying
out the articles, to distribution of the publication, this team
manages to get important information to the parents of the

NHS community on a monthly basis. Thank you.

Finally, be reminded that we’re still in the midst of a
real budget battle. I want to thank everyone who has
attended the BOE and Common Council meetings to
show their support for the district school budget.

As always, thank you for your continued support.

LMMUMZ

March 2011 Calendar

Tues. 1 Common Scholarship for Seniors is due
Thurs. 3 6:30pm  PF Camp Registration — main lobby
Fri. 4 9:00am  STC NCC Live Career Exploration
Day @ NCC
Wilton Jazz Festival
Sat.5-Sun. 6 Winter Guard WG| South Brunswick
WG] Percussion Trumbull
Mon. 7 7:00pm  Parents for NHS meeting — library
Tues. 8 7:30pm  Fathers Club meeting — library
Wed. 9 NHS Winter Jazz Festival
Thurs. 10  7:00pm PGP meeting — library
Fri. 11 STC Creature Cruise/Mr. Foldeak’s Class
Sat. 12 SAT Exam
NHS Winter Guard & Percussion Show
Wed. 16 College Fair at BMHS 6-8 p.m.
All students are welcome
Sat. 19 Percussion Competition Jonathan Law
Sat. 19 - Sun. 20 WGI Guard Kingston, RI
Tues. 22 STC Job Shadow to Hyatt Regency
Fri. 25 - Sat. 26 Fairfield County Spring Festival at
WCSU
Sat. 26 WGI Percussion New Jersey
Winter Guard Competition Newtown
Mon.28  7:00pm  Mandatory spring sports meeting
Tues. 29 STC Medical Career Day
NHS All Band Festival
Wed. 30 STC Jr. Girls’ Women to Women Career
Exploration Luncheon
Thurs. 31 ROTC students to McGuire Air

Force Base



Guidance Department

B-House News:

Welcome to Mr. Roger White B-House Interim
Housemaster. Mr. White will be with us until the end of this
school year. Please stop by to say hello. Parents you are
welcome to contact Mr. White, Interim Housemaster, tel.
203.838-4481 Ext. 13229 or WhiteR@norwalkps.org.

SAT Information:

Juniors are reminded that the SAT Test and SAT
Subject Tests will be offered at Norwalk High School on
Saturday, May 7. The regular registration deadline is April
8. Registration forms and practice tests are available in the
Career Center (Room 209C). Students should review their
PSAT results to help with test preparation for the SAT test.
They should use My College Quickstart. Online registration
for SAT Programs is available at www.collegeboard.com .
The fee for the SAT is $47. The Norwalk High School code
is 070580. The Test Center Code is 07-460. The last test date
for the 2009-2010 school year is Saturday, June 4 The
regular registration deadline is May 6. The June test date will
be offered at Brien McMahon High School.

SAT Subject Test Information:

Juniors and some sophomores may wish to consider
taking the SAT Subject Tests on June 4. This may apply to
students who are completing their study in a subject area
such as science or U.S History. A number of colleges require
or recommend one or more SAT Subject Tests. Counselors
are available to help with the registration process. There are a
number of websites, where students may prepare for the
SAT including collegeboard.com, PrincetonReview.com,
Number2.com, 4Test.com and Kaplan.com.

CAPT Testing:

Testing for all sophomores, and those juniors who need
to retake the CAPT tests to reach proficiency, will be held
at school Monday, March 7, through Friday, March 18.

Subject Selection for 2011/12 Academic Year:
The subject selection process for the next school year —
2011/12 — began on February 7. The students’ current
teachers signed subject selection sheets and made
recommendations in their respective subject areas. During
the second week of March, the subject selection sheets will
be delivered to Mrs. Patricia Lawler, D House Housemaster,
who will begin to develop a master schedule. Parents may
contact the appropriate Guidance Counselor to discuss the
2011/12 course selections for their student. Counselors will
have individual meetings with all students, Grade 9 -2/14-
2/18, Grade 10- 2/28-3/4, Grade 11- 3/7-3/11.

Junior News: P
Counselors  will  be - -
mailing home invitations in
February to parents of the Junior Class inviting them in to
discuss post-secondary plans, scheduling and graduation
requirements for their students during March, April and
May. Parents and guardians should contact counselors to
set up appointments.

Financial Aid:

Our Financial Aid Counselor, Mrs. Laura Blackwell, is
available to meet with students and their families on
Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. in the Career Center.

Scholarship Information:

All scholarship information is updated on a regular
basis. Scholarship applications are available in the
Career Center, Room 209C or online at: http://
www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/nhs/scholarships.htm.

Additional Scholarship information can also is found on the
Naviance site: http://connection.naviance.com/norwalkhs
Look under the High Schools title and click on “Norwalk.”
Then click on “Guidance” and click on “Scholarships.”

Junior Meetings: During March and April counselors
will meet with juniors to discuss their post secondary plans.

Upcoming Dates

Feb.14-Feb 18 Individual freshman conferences w/ counselors

Mar. 1 Common Scholarship for Seniors is due

Mar. 4 NCC Live Juniors/Seniors will learn about
career paths, college requirements and
transferring

Feb. 28 - Mar. 4  Individual sophomore conferences w/counselors

Mar. 7 - Mar. 11 Individual junior conferences w/counselors

Mar. 11 Marine Biology students to the Maritime
Aguarium-School to Career Trip

Mar. 12 SAT Exam

Mar. 16 College Fair at BMHS 6-8 p.m. All
students are welcome

Mar. 22 Hotel and Restaurant Management students
to the Hyatt Regency- School to Career trip

Mar. 29 Medical Career Day — Students will meet

with personnel from Norwalk Hospital-
School to Career Program

Mar. 30 Women to Women Career Day Luncheon-
School to Career Program
Mar. 31 ROTC students to McGuire Air Force Base

Norwalk Public Schools do not discriminate in educational programs or practices on the basis of race, color,
handicap, national origin, sex, or religion, in compliance with state and federal law.



Music Department News

Spring Musical

Come see our upcoming
Spring musical production of
Guys and Dolls!! Do you like
handsome guys? Do you like
gorgeous girls? Do you like singing, dancing and
comedy? Well, Guys and Dolls has all that and more!! We
are very excited to have Brad Blake returning as our
choreographer and Rhonda Schutz as our costumer!!
Featuring: Ryan Swick, John Cunsolo,
Gabe Munoz, Gabby Nowack, Monica Harrington, plus
50 more, talented performers on stage and about 75 in the
pit and the tech crew.

Guys and Dolls has many familiar musical numbers
that will stick with you for days. “Luck Be a Lady,” “Take
Back Your Mink,” “Rockin the Boat” and “Sue Me”-- just
to name a few. Don't miss this incredibly entertaining
show!! You will have a fabulous time....GUARANTEED!!
Come see how talented and dedicated these students are!
Besides, YOU are the last cast member.....we cannot
perform without our audience. Come be a part of this
exciting evening! It is suitable for younger audiences.”

Orchestra Events:

March 25 & 26 Fairfield County Strings Festival at WCSU

April 7, 8,9 All-State Music Festival, in Hartford

April 13 All-City Orchestra Festival, at Brien
McMahon, 7:30 p.m.

*Money for Hershey Park trip is due to

Ms. Burkhalter. Please see her for your balance.*

PGP Fashion Show 2011

On Friday, March 18, the Post Graduation
Party Committee will be hosting a Fashion Show
at the Norwalk Inn from 7:00 -10:00 p.m. The
cost of the admission tickets will be $10 for
students and $15 for adults. To purchase
tickets ahead of time, send a note with
your name and the number of student and
adult tickets along with a check or cash
to: Linda Dunsmore, PGP Fashion Show,
308 Silvermine Avenue, Norwalk 06850.
Come see the latest fashion trends for the
upcoming season! Senior students will be modeling prom
fashions from Camillos and A Step Ahead. Junior students
will be modeling casual fashions from “B” Chic. Parent
volunteers are still needed to help with the event. Senior
boys are still needed to model tuxedos. This is our biggest
fundraiser for PGP so please come out and support our
seniors! Contact Nina Ruffin, tntruff@optonline.net or
Debbie Taiyanides, DebbiesDesign@aol.com for further
information.

Post Graduation Party (PGP) 2011

Attention senior parents! Graduation is less than four
months away and there is still much work to be done to ensure
that Post Graduation Party (PGP) 2011 is a night to remember
for our graduating seniors. PGP will be held the night of
graduation at St. Philips School from 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.

PGP relies on parent and corporate donations. If you have
not already donated, please do so as soon as possible. We have to
put a deposit on the hall and pay for other items that will be rented
for the evening. You can download a parent donation form at:
http://www.nhspgp.org/Parent_Donation_Form.html or
contact Linda Dunsmore: LLD902@aolcom for further
information. If you can secure a corporate donation from your
employer, please contact Rose Sferlazza:
fourisland@yahoo.com. If you own your own business and can
donate an item for auction that will be held PGP night for the
graduates, please contact Tara Whalen:
kfwhalen@optonline.net or Maura Perrottelli:
maurajeanne@gmail.com. Family donations of goods and
services are also welcome and appreciated. Contact Teri
Scatamacchia:  teriscat@optonline.net or Pat Lipson:
SPL100@sbcglobal.net for information about how to donate
photos of your senior for the memorabilia room.

Many parent volunteers are needed the night of PGP.
There are two shifts available: 9:45 p.m. to 1:30 am. and
1:15 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. Junior parents are needed for security
during the graduation ceremony and to help with clean-up the
next morning starting at 6 a.m. No adult will be admitted to
St.Philips unless they are a registered volunteer. If you would
like to sign up to volunteer PGP night, contact Laurie
Corasaniti at: LWC5782@aol.com.

If you would like to receive PGP email updates, contact:
info@nhspgp.org. Please include your name, your child’s
name and your phone number. You can also check out our
website at www.nhspgp.org for periodic updates. The next
PGP meeting will be held on Thursday, March 10, at 7:00
p.m. in the library. All senior parents are encouraged to attend
and join the fun in planning PGP!

Contact the Chair person listed below for further
information:

Fundraising: Rose Sferlazza fourisland@yahoo.com

Fashion Show:  Debbie Taiyanides DebbiesDesign@aol.com
Nina Ruffin tntruff@optonline.net
Decorating: DeeDee Pramer deedeep@optonline.net
Rose Emro baknwnoegg@aol.com
Auction/Raffle: ~ Tara Whalen kfwhalen@optonline.net
Maura Perotelli maurajeanne@gmail.com
Hospitality: Kathy Lalime kemral@optonline.net
Jane Manners jxmanners@aol.com
Memorabilia: Teri Scatamacchia  teriscat@optonline.net
Pat Lipson SPL100@sbcglobal.net
Games/Equipment/Cinema:
Gloria Falcone gtkeene@optonline.net
Food/Kitchen: Mark Szymankiewiczc CHEFMARK59@aol.com
Security: Rob Fry Fry_rob@yahoo.com
Clean-up: Janet Welch janet_welch@gsp.com
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The annual Norwalk High vs. Brien McMahon Faculty
Basketball Game will take place sometime in April. Please
listen for the date of this event during morning
announcements or on the NHS Website. The event will
take place at Norwalk High School. The proceeds of this
event will go towards Senior Prom. Everyone is
encouraged to come out and support the NHS faculty.

The Norwalk High School Senior Prom will be on
Friday, June 3, 2011 at The Greenwich Hyatt, from 7:00
p.m. — 12:00 a.m. Please stay tuned for ticket prices and sale
dates sometime at the beginning of May.

For prom questions, contact Ms. Gleason:
GleasonJ@norwalkps.org and/or Ms. Gardiner:
GardinerC@norwalkps.org.

Your 2011 class advisors,
Ms. Gleason & Ms. Gardiner

Graduation News

Notice to seniors and their parents:

Cap and gown orders were $40.00 through Friday,
February 11. Students have been repeatedly reminded over
the last three weeks to order their graduation apparel at the
$40.00 cost, before the late date. Starting Monday, February
14, the cap and gown price will increase to $55.Refer to the
parent letter mailed in January as to the cap and gown
procedure. Notification of a graduation date will be
forwarded as soon as the dates are confirmed.

For graduation questions, including cap & gown
orders, contact Dr. Karagus, A-House Housemaster,
karagusm@norwalkps.org or at ext. 13213.

ciassof 2013

Hello sophomores!

Class dues are due by March 1 in order to qualify for
a price reduction for our Spring Fling, which will be
held at the Norwalk Motor Inn on Saturday, April 2.

Dues are $40 per year; however, if you want to pay
for all four years at once, you can receive $20 off and
hand in a payment of $140. If you are not sure you paid last
year, please stop by 205D to check your status with Ms.
Elkas. Receipts are given to all students who pay their dues;
please remember to ask your sophomore for the receipt.

We still have class bracelets! Bracelets are green/
white tye-dye and identify students' graduation year. They
are only $2 and are great gifts! Please see Ms. Elkas or
Ms. Stamos if you would like to purchase class bracelets!

See you at the dance! Your 2013 class advisors,

Ms. Elkas & Ms. Stamos

ciass ot 2014

Hello all! Unfortunately due to the crazy weather this season,
it has been difficult to schedule a Freshman Officer Meeting after
school. We will be meeting in the next couple weeks to discuss
passible fundraising options to raise money for future activities!
Please listen to the morning announcements for details!

Please remember that class dues are $40 a year. Please send
in dues by cash or with checks made payable to the “NHS Class
of 2014.” Submit checks to one of the class advisors: Ms.
Layefsky in 203A or Mr. Gaspar in 201A. Paying dues on time
will save you the yearly $10 late fee. When you pay your class
dues, you will receive your cap & gown for free and reduced
ticket prices for the Sophomore Snowflake Dance, as well as
the Junior & Senior Prom. With the remaining funds, the Class
of 2014 will be able to “make its mark” for all future Bears to
see, with a gift to NHS!

Your 2014 class advisors,

Ms. Layefsky & Mr. Gaspar

The Paw Print

The end of February brought out the third installment of
The Paw Print. Please keep an eye out and wish us luck as
we are entering two state competitions and
a national critique. The staff welcomes
anyone interested in advertising in our print
or online editions. We are dedicated to
producing work of high quality that
represents the best NHS has to offer.

The support parents, teachers, and
staff have given us over the years has
been great.

The Paw Print Staff

Nurse’s Office

In March, information will be
mailed to parents of all current eighth NURSES
grade students regarding requirements OFF| CE
for ninth grade physicals. This year the

blue form is wvalid for sports

participation as long as the physical is dated after July 1, 2011.
Please complete the blue form, and forward it to the school
nurse at Norwalk High School.

Twelfth graders will receive a copy of their immunization
record in April during homeroom. Seniors may need this
information for college enrollment or other future endeavors.
Please keep a copy of this vaccine record in a safe place.

Remember, students participating in spring sports must
have a sports physical form dated after July 1, 2010 on file in
the nurse’s office.



The Earth Club

Think Green, think spring. Won't be long, days are
getting longer and our dream of an organic Vegetable
Garden is coming true. We are working with Naramake
School and will hold a "clean up™ in the area between the
two schools on April 15, for our Earth Day Celebration.

On May 15, we hope to plant raised-bed gardens
between the two schools, where we will grow our organic
vegetables. It is a joint venture and will give Norwalk High
Students a chance to work with and mentor the younger
students. It will also provide us with our own veggies which
will be used by the Culinary Department and hopefully in
the cafeteria. We may even hold our own “farmers markets.”
We are inviting all our students, parents and staff to be part
of this wonderful ongoing effort. We are also in the process
of renovating the Green House, and will eventually start our
own seedlings and grow plants and veggies all winter.
Classes will be involved as will clubs and anyone interested
in this “Greening” of Norwalk High School. We are looking
for people to join us on all levels: planning, steering,
planting, watering, weeding and composting. Join us by

calling Mary Verel at 203-838-4481 ext 13252

or email at verelm@norwalkps.org
Think Green Thoughts,
Norwalk Earth Club
Mandatory Spring Sports Meeting
There will be a mandatory spring sports
meeting in the auditorium on Monday,
March 28, at 7:00 p.m. for all student
athletes and their parents.

March 14  The first day for boys baseball
(pitchers & catchers)
The first day of practice for:
Girls golf, lacrosse, softhall, tennis, & track
Boys golf, lacrosse, tennis, track, &
baseball (field players)
All athletes must have had a sports physical after
July 1, 2010 to be eligible for spring sports.

In addition, all athletes must have a 1.7 (C-) GPA to be
eligible to try out. If you have any questions, contact the
Athletic Director, Wayne Mones, 203.838.4481 x 8 or
email monesw@norwalkps.org. Spring Sports Schedules

Athletic Department

March 21

Dates for spring sports can be found at:
www.norwalkhighsports.org. Sign up for email
updates on game times, dates, and location changes. Go
to: www.fciac.net and choose “Free E-Mail Schedules”
from the left-hand menu. Create an account and update
the email request; select one or more sports for which to
receive reminders.

SAVE THE DATE!

The NHS Athletic Department’s Annual Dinner Dance
and Live Auction will take place on June 10. Look for more
information to come!

NHS Football Sports Wear

Sweatpants, sweatshirts, short sleeve and long sleeve t-
shirts, hats, umbrellas and blankets are available by
downloading the order form at: www.norwalkhighsports.org
Put order form and payment (cash or check) in sealed
envelope marked “FOOTBALL SPORTS WEAR ORDERS”
and deliver to the front office at Norwalk High. Please make
checks payable to “Touchdown Club/Football Sports-Wear.”
Orders will be delivered to the house offices and students will
be called down to pick up their orders. Any questions, please
contact Deb Opdahl via email at: opdahl@optimum.net.

All-Seasons Passes

All-Seasons Passes are still available for the winter and
spring seasons. Order forms are available at:
www.norwalkhighsports.org/all seasons_passes.html.

Parents for Norwalk High (PNHS)

The February Parents for Norwalk High School meeting
was held on February 7. At our March 7, meeting, Ms. Verel
will be joining us to tell parents about the new organic
vegetable garden and the renovation of the Greenhouse.

College night will be held at BMHS on March 16.
McMabhon traditionally hosts this event and parents from
Norwalk High School assist with clean up. A sign-up sheet
will be passed around at the March PNHS meeting, but if
you plan to attend and would like to volunteer now, please
contact Gloria Falcone at: gtkeene@optonline.net.

It’s never too late to sign up to receive weekly emails
from Parents for Norwalk High. Just send your email address
to info@parentsfornorwalkhigh.org, and you’ll be kept up to
date on what is happening at the school. The next PNHS
meeting will be held on Monday, March 7, at 7:00 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Norwalk High School Fathers Club

The Fathers Club next meeting will be <0
Tuesday, March 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the library. é‘
Come to discuss the funding priorities for the
remainder of this year.

Come and support the Fathers Club, as they provide
much needed financial support to many educational based
school activities for all the students of Norwalk High School.
We are also in the process of setting up next year’s board and
activities. If you want to help the students directly at the
school, this is a great group to be involved with. All parents,
guardians and alumni are always welcome at every meeting
and event. See you on Tuesday, March 8!

Thank you also to all parents/guardians who provided help
and support with concessions during the Basketball season.



Wiy,
NHS Alumni Association i
LI
Scholarships
Plans are underway for the annual participation by the
NHS Alumni Association in the Awards Assembly
scheduled for May. Each year the NHSAA awards
scholarships, under the aegis of the NHS Scholarship
Foundation, totaling $25,000 to more than $30,000 to
deserving seniors. Since its initial offering to three graduates
in 1998, the NHSAA has distributed more than $270,000 to
160 students. Last year, 22 seniors received more than
$33,000 in awards. Many of these scholarships are donated
by members of the Alumni Association in addition to two
annual awards made directly by the association.

Wy, Parents of seniors who are interested in obtaining one of
these scholarships are reminded to consult with their
counselor to determine whether their son or daughter is
eligible. Some of the awards are restrictive in their

parameters, which may make them attractive to specific students.

Meanwhile, the NHSAA is always happy to receive
contributions to its Scholarship Foundation, in any amount.
Interested parents may send donations to NHS Scholarship
Foundation, PO Box 493, Norwalk, CT 06852-0493.

Wall of Honor

The Selection Committee of the NHS Alumni gtes
Association is hard at work evaluating candidates for
this year’s additions to the Wall of Honor. This prestigious
award is bestowed annually upon outstanding alumni of
Norwalk High School who have achieved singular success in
their lifetimes. Currently numbering 85, individual plaques
of the honorees hang in the lobby area at the high school.
Honorees include a Nobel Prize winner, a Pulitzer Prize
winner, two Congressional Medal of Honor recipients and
notables in virtually every walk of life.

Wy,

Teacher Honor Roll
Four distinguished teachers from the Norwalk Public
School system, all alumni of Norwalk High, will be inducted
Wi, into the Teacher Honor Roll at 3:00 p.m. Sunday,
@ March 6, at Norwalk Inn and Conference Center
.% located at 99 East Ave.

Kevin M. Eidt Memorial Scholarship
The presentation of the $100,000

,ﬁ' Kevin M. Eidt Memorial Scholarship,
KE"'" s to the most outstanding senior in the
FUNINEP  (j5ss of 2011, will be held on
Saturday, April 9, 2011 at the Shore &
Country Club in East Norwalk.
Additional information about Kevin’s
Fund’s 12" Annual Benefit Dinner Dance is available on
the Fund’s website: http://www.kevinsfund.org.

Limousine Rental Guidelines

As we approach prom season,
please keep the following information
in mind when considering renting a
limousine for prom.

If an unlicensed or improperly LlVERY

licensed limousine is stopped in a spot

check and found to be operating illegally, enforcement action
will be taken. The occupants who hired the limousine service
may find themselves without the transportation they hired for
the rest of the evening. If such action is taken, it will be
because of safety considerations.

A properly licensed vehicle will have a license plate which
is white in color and shall have the word LIVERY on it.

Yellow Pages: A livery company being advertised in the
yellow pages does not insure it is legally licensed.

Questions to ask with contacting a Limousine Service:

e Do you have Connecticut intrastate authority?
e What is your permit number?
Will you be servicing my needs with a livery plated vehicle.

Hispanic Parent Group of HNS

The next meeting of the Hispanic Parent Group of
Norwalk High School will take place on
Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the library.
Our guest speaker will be Yohanna Cifuentes, LCSW from
the Child Guidance Center. For more information
please contact: Annette Esposito, Bilingual Parent
Coordinator, 854-4091 or Yvonne Berrios, Guidance
Counselor at NHS, 838-4481 ext. 13232.

3k ok 3k ok 3k 3k ok 5k 3k ok 5k 3k ok ok ok 3k ok 5k 3k ok 5k 3k ok ok 3k 3k ok 5k 3k ok %k ok %k ok ok *k %k %k k *k

Grupo de Padres Hispanos de NHS

Fecha: miércoles, 9 de marzo de 2011 a las 6:30
Lugar: Norwalk High School en la Biblioteca
Invitada: Yohanna Cifuentes,
LCSW del Child Guidance Center
Temas: Variados Para Mas Informacién
Llame: Annette Esposito, Coordinadora de Padres
Bilinglie, 203-854-4091 o Yvonne Berrios,
Consejera en NHS, 203-838-4481 ext.13232

Refrigerios Seran Servidos
Refreshments will be served.
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NHS Class of 2011
Parent Donation Form

Child’s name

Parent/Guardian

Parent Guardian phone #

Donation Amount

Check #

Email

PARENT DONATIONS ARE NEEDED TO PROVIDE A
SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THE FUNDING FOR PGP.

Checks should be made payable to NHS PGP 2011.
A suggested donation of $60 is recommended per family, but any amount is welcome.
Payment and forms can be dropped off at the school office or mailed to:

Linda Dunsmore
PGP 2011 Treasurer
308 Silvermine Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850




NORWALK HIGH SCHOOL

23 CALVIN MURPHY DRIVE
Principal NORWALK, CONNECTICUT, 06851 Housemasters
Lenoard Mecca TEL: (203) 838-4481 Mark Karagus
FAX: (203) 899-2815 Patricia Lawler
Kevin Walson
Gwendolyn Young

Dear Parents/Guardians of ninth grade students,

Norwalk High will again administer a practice Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) for ninth
grade students in the area of literacy and numeracy. All tenth graders in the state of Connecticut are required to
take the CAPT. All students in Norwalk Public Schools must reach proficiency or higher on the CAPT in order to
graduate from high school. The CAPT consists of four sections: Reading, Writing, Math and Science. Teachers
in all subject areas have begun to prepare students for the CAPT during their ninth grade year. In order to further
prepare students for the types of questions they will be asked and to expose them to testing conditions, we will
administer a practice session of three sections of the test: Mathematics, Interdisciplinary Writing and Reading for

Information. This test is purely diagnostic and will not effect your student’s academic record; but will allow
teachers an opportunity to assess each student in terms of skills attained and skills that still need to be developed.

In order to accommodate the length of time for these tests, the practice session will be administered during the
week of the actual CAPT exam. The special schedule for ninth graders will take place on Monday, March 7, and
Tuesday, March 8; these two days will be a full day of school for all ninth graders. Students will take a practice
mathematics test on Monday and practice writing and reading tests on Tuesday. On all other days, ninth graders
will follow the non-test taker schedule. The practice exams will be scored and the results will be shared with the
students during their English, Social Studies and Math classes. Students will be given their testing room
information by their Math, English and Homeroom teachers. As always, thank you for your continued support and
cooperation.

Sincerely,

eonard Mecca

Principal, Norwalk High School
203.838.4481
MeccaL @norwalkps.org




2011 Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) SCHEDULE

CAPT Testing and Make-Up Days

Monday

Tuesday

SCHEDULE FOR TEST TAKERS

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

March 7
CAPT: Math |
(90 minutes)

Gr. 9 Math Practice
(75 minutes)

Report to School

by 7:25 a.m.

9" graders-Café

10" graders—test rooms

March 8

CAPT:
Interdisciplinary
Writing |

(80 Minutes)

Gr. 9 English Practice
(110 minutes)

Report to school by
7:25a.m.

9" graders-Café

10" graders—test rooms

March 9

CAPT: Response to
Literature &
Reading for
Information

(140 minutes)

Report to school
by 7:25 a.m.

March

CAPT:
Interdisciplinary
Writing Il &
Editing & Revising

(115 minutes)

Report to school
by 7:25 a.m.

10:10 a.m. -2:15 p.m.
Special School Schedule
(See below)

10:10 a.m. -2:15 p.m.
Special School Schedule
(See below)

10:10 a.m.— 2:15 p.m.
Special School Schedule
(See below)

10:10 a.m. — 2:15 p.m.
Special School Schedule
(See below)

March 11

CAPT: MAKE-UPS
Regular School Day
Report to school by
7:25a.m.

Report to Homeroom
after 1% time block

March 14
CAPT
MAKE-UPS

Regular School Day
Report to school by
7:25a.m.

Report to homeroom
after 1° time block

March 15

CAPT

Science |

Science Il

(115 minutes)
Report to school by
7:25a.m.

March 16

CAPT

Math Il &
Supplemental
(160 minutes)
Report to school by
7:25a.m.

10:10a.m.—2:15 p.m.
Special School
Schedule (See below)

10:10a.m.—2:15 p.m.

Special School
Schedule (See below)

March 17
CAPT
MAKE-UPS

Regular School Day
Report to school by
7:25a.m.

Report to homeroom
after 1° time block

March 18
CAPT
MAKE-UPS

Regular School Day
Report to school by
7:25a.m.

Report to homeroom
after 1* time block

BUS SCHEDULE

REGULAR BUS SCHEDULE - Early Pick-Up test takers only on scheduled test days

CAPT Testing and Make-Up Days:

Schedule for all students

March 7 D1
Periods 1, 2, 3, 4
10:10- 2:15

March 8 D2
Periods 5, 6, 7, 8
10:10-2:15

March 9 D3
Periods 4,3,2,1
10:10-2:15

March 10 D4

Periods 8,7,6,5
10:10-2:15

March 11 D5
Regular School Day
7:25-2:15

March 14 D6
CAPT: Make-Ups
Regular School Day
7:25-2:15
Homeroom Schedule

March 15 D7
Periods 3,4, 1, 2
10:10- 2:15

March 16 D8
Periods 7,8, 5, 6
10:10-2:15

March17 D1

CAPT: Make-Ups
Regular School Day
7:25-2:15

March 18 D2
CAPT: Make -Ups
Regular School Day
7:25-2:15

BUS SCHEDULE FOR NON-TEST TAKERS on Test Days ONLY

On March 7, 8, 9, 10, 15,& 16 students should report to their bus stops 2.5 hours later than the usual time.




CAPT..NHS
Daily Completion of Testing and Lunch Schedule

Time Blocks

Time

Mins.

3/7

3/8

3/9 3/10
Even

3/15
Odd

1

10:10- 10:54

44

4 8

3

2

10:58-12.40

3 7

4

1°* Shift

10:58-11:28

30

2" Shift

11:34-12:04

30

3" Shift

12:10-12.40

30

Lunch is during the second

time block

3

12.44-1.27

44

3

7

6

4

1.31-2.15

43

4

8

5

CAPT Information

Tests: The tests cover 4 major areas, Math, Reading, Writing and Science. Each area consists of sub-tests: Math 1 and 2,
Interdisciplinary Writing 1 and 2, Information for Reading, Response to Literature, Editing and Revising, and Science 1 and 2. A
supplemental test, Interdisciplinary 3 will be given to 10t graders only. Each area is scored from 1-5. The state’s goal is for students
to achieve at least a four(4) on all parts of the test. The Norwalk Board of Education requires that students achieve a score of at least
three (3), proficient, on all areas of the test in order to graduate. Students who fail to score three’s are required to take the test in
grade 11. Students who continue to score below proficient in grade 12 will have to take and pass "Grad Prep" courses without credit
in order to graduate. Students who receive all fours or fives on all four areas are designated “CAPT masters.” These students are
recognized and honored at a ceremony to be scheduled in October.

Schedule: Attached are copies of the “2011 CAPT Schedule For Test Takers and Non-Test Takers” along with a copy of the “CAPT
Daily Completion of Testing Schedule and Lunch Schedule.”

This year all test takers must arrive at school by 7:25 am and immediately go to their respective testing room. After the test, they will
remain in school and follow the “CAPT Daily Completion of Testing and Lunch Schedule"

In addition, on March 7 and 8, all 9t grade non-test takers are to report at 7:25 am to complete a practice test. A Math practice test wil
be given to the freshman on March 7 and an English practice test on March 8. CAPT test takers will report to their testing rooms while 9t
graders will report to the cafeteria for a light breakfast before testing. CAPT test takers will report to the cafeteria when they have
completed the first test. This procedure will be followed only on the first two days of testing, March 7 and 8. All 9t graders (except 9th
grade CAPT test takers) will report for the 10:10 am class schedule for the remainder of the CAPT testing (3/9, 3/10, 3/15 and 3/16).

Who takes CAPT?

Grade 9:  Students who have been retained in a grade 9 homeroom because they do not have 5 credits, and are taking and

passing Geometry and Biology at the end of the 2nd Marking period, are eligible to take the CAPT test. These students
should see their counselors.

Grade 10:  All students in a 10t grade homeroom must take all of the subtests, including those students who were retained and

took the test last year unless they reached a subtest’s state goal of four(4).

Grade11:  All grade 11 students who did not receive a three (3) on any subtest must retake the test. Also, any grade 11 student who was

proficient with a score of three (3) on any subtest may retake one or more of the subtests to reach the goal of four (4).

Absences: |t is important that students come to school well rested and fed with a healthy breakfast. There are make-up
days, but absences from testing will count toward the total of eight (8).

Mail: All parents/guardians will receive a letter with CAPT information and the testing room where your child needs to
report. There will also be a homeroom schedule on Thursday, March 3 for testing room assignment review.




Reprinted from Ehp m{ﬂur‘

Scholastic Art Awards Program
S NHS students named “outstanding ”

L to R: Nicole Chiaramonte, Devin Long,
Lorena Sferlazza, Jennifer Wing, Morgan Delbene

[By DANIELLE CAPALBO, Hour Staff Writer

Among techniques for developing film and navigating the darkroom at Norwalk High School, Jennifer
Wing has learned patience, she said. Lots of it. The 18 year-old takes advanced photography with Duffy
Franco, which seemed tedious at first -- especially compared with digital alternatives. But Wing has
grown to appreciate the tactile, methodical way that negatives turn into pictures, she said. That patience
paid off recently when the Scholastic Art Awards Program recognized Wing and four more students from
Norwalk High School for their outstanding work. Wing received an honorable mention, 16-year-old Devin
Long received a silver prize, 16-year-old Nicole Chiaramonte received a gold prize, 17-year-old Morgan
Delbene received a silver prize and 17-year-old Lorena Sferlazza received a gold prize. She also received
scholarship money from Lyme Academy College of Fine Art. Their work will be forwarded to regional
and national competitions. “The dedication my students exhibit is overwhelming,” said teacher Laura
DeLong. “They've been taking art classes since their freshman year.” The students work long hours,
DeLong said, usually outside of school. They are open-minded, dedicated and able to accept constructive
criticism. Franco said their award-winning work demonstrates their strengths as artists.

“What makes these great is the persistence the students showed in experimenting,” he said, holding up
the submissions from Wing and Delbene. They were photograms, he explained: photographic images
made without cameras, but placing objects straight onto photo-sensitive surfaces. Rather than dumping the
contents of their backpacks onto the paper -- a standard way to approach the exercise -- to Keene State
College in New Hampshire to pursue an undergraduate degree in teaching. She wants to use artwork as an
instruction tool for special education students, she said. Whatever their career paths, the students learned
more from art than creative expression, they said. “There is a ridiculous amount of work, so you learn to
be productive all the time,” Sferlazza said. “It's not like you can finish a sheet of homework and you're
done. Art is never finished.

11






